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UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

  
   

  Oct 07 Special meeting 

  Oct 14 Stated meeting - Grand Lodge  

    Communication 

  Oct 21 Special meeting 

  Oct 28 Stated meeting 

  Nov 04 Special meeting 

  Nov 11 Annual meeting and dinner  

 

 

Morgan Stanley 

Smith Barney 
 

David R. Freeman, 
Associate Vice President  

direct: 440.835.6814         toll free: 800.473.0003  

159 Crocker Park Blvd  Suite 460                      
Westlake, Ohio 44145 

david.freeman@morganstanley.com 

“Greetings From 

Sunset Beach, 

 North Carolina!” 
Brother Bill Carothers 

 

1-910-575-6505 

 

THE WM. PLOTZ 

MACHINE & FORGE CO.  
ESTABLISHED 1888 ~ INCORPORATED 1992 

 

Jim and Tom Plotz 

2514 Center St.  
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1111  

216-861-0441  

 
 
 

(440) 779-0450 
 

Eric D. Butler 
Funeral Director 

 

P.O. Box 438  North Olmsted, Ohio  44070 

Worry Less.    Laugh Often.    Live Well. 

Western Reserve 
MASONIC COMMUNITY INC. 

We Invite you to visit our beautiful campus or be our guest at a Sunday brunch. 
 

� full-service retirement community  

� several stress free living options 

� we welcome ALL seniors  

 age 55 and older 

Located near the intersection of I-71 & Rt. 18 in Medina, Ohio    4931 Nettleton Rd.  1-866-433-1514 

 

Visit our website at: 

http://www.rockyriver703.com/ 
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Rocky River Lodge # 703  F. & A.M. 

20149 Lake Road 

Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

Phone: (440) 331-4797 

2010 Officers 
 

Karl Hoffman.............Worshipful Master 

216-251-3679................................ no email 
 

Brian G. Spooner ............. Senior Warden 

440-734-2741..........bspooner@spoonman.net 
 

Eric D. Butler ...................Junior Warden 
440-871-3332............ericdbutler@yahoo.com 
 

Thomas Lindsey, P.M...............Treasurer 
440-333-3564................ tlind44327@aol.com 
 

William Gay, P.M. ....................Secretary 
440-331-8337......... williamag@ameritech.net 
 

Raymond Ecobichon, P.M. .........Welfare 

440-934-6402................................ no email 
 

Russ Kilpatrick, P.M. ....................Editor 

440-356-1717.............pmredscot@gmail.com 

 Emerson G. Garber     
Broker          

 
 

Garber RealtyGarber RealtyGarber RealtyGarber Realty    
 

Residential                                        Commercial 

1617 Mendelssohn Dr.      

Westlake, Ohio 44145 

 Office: 440-871-7054    E-mail: eg1617@aol.com 

 Fax: 440-871-7065       Voice Mail: 216-695-5066  

 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 & SERVICE CO. 
 

Electrical · Plumbing · Carpentry 
 

BILL GAY          440-331-8337 
  

19446 Henry Road 
Fairview Park, Ohio 44126 

From the East 
Greetings From The  East! 
As I write this, today is the first day of autumn. The days 

are getting shorter and the leaves are turning color. 
My year as Master is almost over and I am reflecting on it. 

It has been my privilege to be your Worshipful Master. I hope 
I have done a good job in your eyes. I have strived to do my 
best for the Lodge and the fraternity. 

Have a great autumn season and I look forward to seeing 
you on Thursday nights. 

  Fraternally yours, 
   Karl Hoffman, Worshipful Master 

  
 

 

Saxton Funeral Homes 
Est.1872 

14133Detroit Avenue 

Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
 

25620 Center Ridge Road 

Westlake, Ohio 44145 

Harlan F. Saxton                   Phone:216-221-2400 

Worshipful Master 

Karl Hoffman 

 

Law Offices of 
 

BENJAMIN F. FARAH 
 

Attorneys & Counselors at Law Ltd. 
 

1154 Linda Street Suite 175 
Rocky River, OH 44116 

 

Ph: 440-331-0801          Fax: 440-331-0733 
 

Email: bfarah@riverlaw.com 

In Memoriam 

Walter C. Heath 
Brother Walter C. Heath was born on April 7, 1923 in Lexington, Kentucky. 
Brother Walter was initiated an Entered Apprentice on April 5, 1951, passed to 

the Degree of Fellowcraft on December 7, 1951 and raised to the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason on February 7, 1952. 

All degrees were conferred in Rocky River Lodge #703 F. & A.M. 
Brother Walter was called to the Grand Lodge above on March 29, 2010 at the 

age of 86, ending  58 years of continuous Masonic affiliation. 
 

Harry Kreizwald 
Brother Harry Kreizwald was born on July 11, 1920. 
Brother Harry was initiated an Entered Apprentice on  February 3, 1943, passed 

to the Degree of Fellowcraft on March 17, 1943 and raised to the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason on April 17, 1943.   

All degrees were conferred in Ellbrook-Masters Lodge #634 F. & A.M. in Ohio. 
Brother Harry dimited to Battle Creek #12  F. & A.M. in Michigan on December 7, 
1965. Brother Harry then dimited to Rocky River #703 F.&A.M. on November 13, 
1969. Brother Harry also served as Worshipful Master of Rocky River Lodge in 
1994. 

Brother Harry was called to the Grand Lodge above on June 8, 2010 at the age of 
89, ending  67 years of continuous Masonic affiliation. 

 

Melvin C. Schurdell 
Brother Melvin C. Schurdell was born on March 24, 1941 in Kansas City, 

Missouri. 
Brother Mel was initiated an Entered Apprentice on November 11, 2006,  passed 

to the Degree of Fellowcraft on March 31, 2007 and raised to the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason on March 31, 2007. 

All degrees were conferred in Rocky River Lodge #703 F. & A.M. 
Brother Mel was called to the Grand Lodge above on September 13, 2010 at the 

age of 69, ending  3 years of continuous Masonic affiliation. 



 

 

Page 3 Rocky River Trestleboard October, 2010 

ROYAL /ACME 

Architectural Signage          Computerized Graphics 
Nameplates                                    Pre-Inked Stamps  
Self Inkers                                      Embossing Seals                          
Daters                                                Rubber Stamps                        

  
 

 

 
 

 Your Identification Specialists 
3110 PayneAvenue        Cleveland, OH 44114 
216-241-1477            Fax: 216-241-1479 

17419 Detroit Avenue Lakewood, Ohio 
44107  

216-226-7850  
Flowers for Every Occasion 

www.brownpleasance.com 

Revising Standing Resolutions 
In addition to the Code of the Grand Lodge of Ohio which governs many of the 

things we can or cannot do in lodge, #703 also has a list of Standing Resolutions 
which carry over from year to year so each new Master does not have to reinstate 
them for his term of office.  Periodically we amend these Standing Resolutions and it 
usually is done by reading the proposal twice at successive stated meeting of the 
lodge and then voting on same. 

This time the good counsel of WB Benjamin Farah has suggested that before we 
vote on the proposed changes, that they first be published in the newsletter to give all 
brethren the opportunity to voice their opinion on issues of lodge governance that are 
more enduring than the usual life span of one Master’s term. 

Especially relevant is the fact that a recent law-suit against the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio by a lodge within our 22nd district concerned among other issues, the degree of 
notice that was given members of proposed changes in the rules that lodges use to 
govern themselves. 

Now that all of the above has most likely bored you completely to death, the 
proposed change in our Standing Resolutions that is the subject of this commentary 
is as set forth below: 

#10 Article II of the Uniform Code of Bylaws shall be amended to read as 
follows: 

The stated meetings of this Lodge shall be on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
the month, commencing with the second Thursday in September, through the fourth 
Thursday in May, except when such Thursday falls on a legal holiday in the state of 
Ohio, Christmas Eve, or the week before Easter.  The hour of assembling shall be 
7:30 o’clock P.M.  Special meetings may be called as provided by Section 21.03 of 
the Code.  Date of latest amendment 9/4/2008 

The first reading of this amendment occurred at the stated meeting on September 
9th.  It would seem a reasonable amount of time to make known your feelings 
against such revision would be around 30 days and that would make the stated 
meeting on 10/21/2010 the date when a vote would be taken to approve or reject the 
revision. 

Should any member wish to have a copy of the Lodge’s Standing Resolutions, 
advise the Secretary and he will see that you received them.. 

Respectfully submitted by Benjamin F. Farah, P.M 
Presented by Bill Gay, P.M. 

Annual Meeting Is Upon Us 
   November 11th is our annual meet-

ing and is that time of the year when it 
really would be nice to see you and 
have you participate in the election of 
next years officers.  To entice you to 
appear, the Lodge is again adhering to a 
tradition started during the reign of 
Worshipful  Brother Tom Plotz and that 
is our annual all-you-can-eat fish fry 
featuring fresh perch caught this sum-
mer off the Marblehead peninsula.   

  “What is in your wallet?” Hope it 
isn’t your dues check you meant to send 
in. The honorable Treasurer advises that 
dues must be paid by November 11, 
2010 if you expect to vote.  If you can’t 
make it and you haven’t yet paid your 
dues, please arrange with your accounts 
payable department to push the obliga-
tion to the top of your stack. I mention 
this every year because I have to work 
with Treasurer Lindsey and when dues 
are slow coming in, he gets his under-
wear in a knot and is even harder than 
usual to work with and more impor-
tantly, to get to buy a round at #703½!  
Take pity on the rest of us thirsty souls 
and send in your dues if you haven’t yet 
done so. 

 WB Bill Gay, Secretary 

The Trowel 
Symbol of a generous heart, which 

alone can "spread the cement of 
brotherly love."  Peculiarly the symbol 
of the Master Mason,  since the 
Apprentice prepares the stone, the 
Fellowcraft tries it for dimension and 
squareness, while the Master puts it in 
place and binds it there with mortar or 
cement. Curiously, cement and mortar 
are so briefly mentioned as hardly to 
come within the classification of  
symbols, yet it is obvious that 
improperly mixed cement will not bind, 
and "brotherly love and affection" will 
not endure if they do not come from the 
sterling worth of excellent  character.  

The tool alone cannot insure 
permanency in the building; the 
character and purity if the cement is as 
important as the skill with which it is 
laid. The same, by analogy, holds true 
in the symbolic trowel and the symbolic 
cement. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Birthday Trivia 
The October birthday goblins are busy “goblin-up” years to age 14 of our 

brethren. Joe Straka is our eldest, turning 91 on the 24th . The youngest is our Junior 
Warden, Brian Spooner. Ed Grooms and Bill Bovard are our two Past Masters also 
celebrating this month. Other no less distinguished birthdays are Larry Baker, Tom 
Egan, Herman Graebner, Jim Lloyd, Jack McGreevey, George Mineff, Fred Priest, 
Jim Sekosky, Bill Winold and John Zinitz.  Happy birthday to all you tricksters and 
may you be around to see us through many more Halloweens. 

Bill Gay, P.M., Secretary   
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Adkins & Co. Inc.  
14541 Madison Ave.   Lakewood, OH 44107  

cdavis@adkinsprinting.com  
216-521-6323 

Showroom:  440-331-1055        Fax: 440-331-1149 
 

Beachcliff Cabinet & Design Company 
 

“Creative designs for your  
life-styles & living space” 

 

CHARLES P. SIMMELINK 

STAN ZEAGER 
 

· Kitchens & Baths                       1150 Linda Street 
· Additions                                  Rocky River, Ohio 
· Windows &Doors                                         44116 

  

  Bus:216-226-5356               www.mcgorray.com 
  Res:216-226-7660                  Fax:216-226-5359  

Email: greg@mcgorray.com 

McGorray Bros.. Co. 
14133 Detroit Ave.     25620 Center Ridge Rd. 
Lakewood, Ohio                       Westlake, Ohio 
44107-4596                                    44145-4001 

Gregory D. Hayden 

OLE’ SOL 
The September of 2003 Trestleboard was the first time this column appeared in our 

newsletter.  Not every single issue had an Ole Sol’ column in it but notwithstanding last 
month, not to many went to press without.  ‘Ole Sol’ more often than not, ruminates 
about things which happen in lodge and does so in the beverage laden environment of 
the Linden Lounge which the readers and not the author of this column came to label as 
Lodge #703½.  Lodge #703½ has not had much visitation after regular lodge meetings 
of late but to honor tradition and continuity we shall continue ruminating just as if there 
had been a regular physical visitation. 

One of my good friends, brother Bill Carothers, has retired to Sunset Beach, N.C. 
but that doesn’t keep him from staying in touch via E-mail. Bill advised me back in 
July of this year when a prominent news item was the then recent death of George 
Steinbrenner, III, the former Yankee owner.  Bill asked me if I knew that George 
Steinbrenner’s father Henry George Steinbrenner, II had been a member of our Lodge.  
I could have lied and said that I did know that but of course I did not.  What I did do 
was consult #703’s membership archive that I have constructed over my years as 
Secretary and to the best of my intent and knowledge, contains the name and dates of 
every man who ever turned in a petition for membership to our Lodge (some of course 
petitioned and were rejected and others just quit before finishing their degrees) but if 
they signed a petition card, we have them and there now stands a little over 1,500 
names. 

There I found listed as a charter member of Rocky River Lodge #703, Henry 
George Steinbrenner II.  Henry was born November 28, 1893 and died on November 7, 
1988, 3 weeks shy of his 95th birthday. 

George Steinbrenner III was born in Rocky River, Ohio, the only son of Rita (née 
Haley) and Henry George Steinbrenner II, who had been a world-class track and field 
hurdler while at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  The elder Steinbrenner 
later became a wealthy shipping magnate who ran the family firm operating freight 
ships hauling ore and grain on the Great Lakes. George III was named after his paternal 
grandfather. 

In 1957, Henry’s son George joined Kinsman Marine Transit Company, the Great 
Lakes shipping company that his great-grandfather Henry had purchased in 1901 from 
The Minch Transit Company, which was owned by a family relation, and renamed. 
Henry’s son George worked hard to successfully revitalize the company, which was 
suffering hardship during difficult market conditions. In its return to profitability, 
Kinsman emphasized grain shipments over ore. A few years later, with the help of a 
loan from a New York bank, Steinbrenner purchased the company from his family. He 
later became part of a group that purchased the American Shipbuilding Company and, 
in 1967, he became its chairman and chief executive officer. By 1972, the company's 
gross sales were more than $100 million annually.  In 1960, against his father's wishes, 
Steinbrenner entered the sports franchise business for the first time with basketball's 
Cleveland Pipers of the ABL and the rest is sports franchise history. 

But back to George’s dad Henry.  Henry was a charter member of Rocky River 
Lodge #703.  Henry later withdrew his membership via a dimit to another lodge in 
1933 but he was with us in 1928 and his name can be seen yet today on our charter 
which hangs on our lodge room wall.  Since there is no record of Henry having had any 
degrees conferred on him by the Rocky River Lodge, it is assumed that his degrees 
were received previously in another lodge as was common for brethren to do when 
lodges needed names to qualify their Charter requirements. 

    Should any of you recall an interesting story about one of our brethren past or 
present please let me know so I can relate it here for all to enjoy. I try to keep the 
subject of this column oriented to the lodge and its history so any help I can get, would 
find me ever grateful. 

As previously mentioned, I am not at the Linden Lounge so I don’t have to 
transition the closing of this column from a alcohol environment into the task of getting 
Ole’ Sol home.  I do believe I still have the presence of mind to hit the ‘send” button 
and shoot this on to our eminent Editor Russ Kilpatrick. 

Until our next opportunity in October, 
Ole Sol 

Secretary #703½ 

 

The Level 
A tool to indicate parallelism with the 

horizon. Symbolically, the level has 
come into common use as meaning 
honorable. "On the level" is similar to 
"on the square" and "to level with him" 
means to deal honestly and truthfully.  

In Masonry "we meet upon the level 
and part upon the square" in an 
expression with the same connotations; 
derived from the level and square as 
working tools, first of a stone mason, 
then of a Speculative Mason.  

 
 

What Does “So Mote It Be” 

mean? 
"So mote it be". The word mote is 

derived from the Anglo-Saxon word 
"motan" meaning "to be allowed". 
Hence the phrase "So mote it be". 
These are the last words in the Regius 
Poem.  

(Continued from page 3) 


